
 

 

 

 
      

Dear Friends,  
 

     Happy Birthday Christian Church! 
 
 
Welcome everyone to Pentecost Sunday (Whitsun), widely regarded as the birthday of the Christian 
Church.  Like Christmas and Easter, Pentecost is a celebration of great joy and today we are giving 
thanks for all that happened on that great day nearly 2000 years ago.    
 
Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of 
Jesus while they were in Jerusalem celebrating Harvest Festival (the Feast of Weeks), as described in 
the Acts of the Apostles.  And immediately they went out and began to preach to the multitude of 
pilgrims and visitors who were in Jerusalem for the festivities.  
 
This year’s Pentecost is extra special for St Edward’s. After so many weeks of mandatory closure our 
doors are open again for worship, albeit under stringent health and safety conditions. I really do know 
how much members have been looking forward to worshipping together again – and today’s the day.  
So welcome back!  It will be fantastic to see you returning to your spiritual home in Lugano.   
 
I am also aware, however, that not everyone feels ready to return at this time.  Some vulnerable 
members to coronavirus are rightly prioritising their safety over church attendance, and I totally get 
that – as will everyone.  So for this reason I am going to continue to offer my online homilies for those 
who cannot as yet attend church. We will miss you today but will also look forward to seeing you back, 
whenever you feel ready.   
  
So for those not returning today you can still hear my homily on the significance of this special day. 
You will find it on another link on this home page. It is more or less what I will have preached in      
church and I hope it helps further your understanding of Pentecost – one of the great feasts days in 
the Christian calendar.  And as usual if you scroll down below you’ll find today’s intercessions, the 
same ones offered in church today. So do join us in prayer at home.   
 
My own prayer today in that the Spirit, who set the Church on fire on the first Day of Pentecost, will 
bring the world alive with the love and compassion of the risen Christ.   
 
Fr Nigel S D Gibson  
Chaplain  
31/05/20 

 

 



Intercessions for Pentecost Sunday – 2020 

 

As we lift our needs to God in prayer, let us invite the Spirit of God to blow through our lives 
and our world. 
 
Lord, your Spirit is with us:  
All: Hear our Prayer 
 
O God, who on the day of Pentecost enabled your Spirit-filled people so to bear witness to 
their Lord that people of difference races heard the good news on their mother tongue; 
baptise your Church today with the same Spirit of power, that it may fulfil its mission to 
preach the Gospel, so that all the peoples of the world may learn of Christ in their own 
language, to the glory of his name.  
 
Lord, your Spirit is with us 
All: Hear our prayer 
 
Loving God we ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit to help us pray as we should. Come Holy 
Spirit, direct the rulers of the world. Fill our leaders with talents and discernment to seek 
the common good, especially during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  Show them how to 
bring peace and justice and unity to the nations of the world.  
 
Lord, your Spirit is with us:  
All: Hear our prayer 
 
After so many weeks of closure, we give thanks for being able to return to St Edward’s and 
worship together again today.  But we are also mindful of those who are as yet still unable 
to return because of the ongoing threat of the coronavirus.  We pray for our chaplain,         
Fr Nigel, churchwardens and council members. Keep us all safe and guide us in our 
relationships with each other, within our families, and with our neighbours. Draw us 
together in your fellowship of love, joy and holiness. 
 
Lord, your Spirit is with us 
All: Hear our prayer 
 
 



 
Holy Spirit, fill our homes, and set our hearts on fire with the warmth of your love. Inspire us 
to new beginnings. Help us as part of your universal church to reach out to others with the 
good news of Christ, to bring hope to those in any kind of need. We pray for Robert and David, 
our bishops, Adèle our archdeacon, and all clergy, readers and people of the Diocese in 
Europe.   
 
Lord, your Spirit is with us 
All: Hear our prayer 
 
Holy Spirit, we ask for your energy and vision for those who are tiring in the battle against 
injustice and oppression, those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger, and 
especially at this time for countries and communities where the coronavirus is still out of 
control. May they have your guidance and strength. 
 
Lord, your Spirit is with us 
All: Hear our prayer 

We pray for those who are who are in discomfort and are afraid because they are ill in body, 
mind or spirit. We especially hold before those from our own community in need of your 
healing Spirit at this time...  

Sandy, Sam, Melvyn, Pierre, Melvyn, Shirleen, Sarah, Lorelle, Phoebe, Christoph, Wayne, 
Helen and Aydan.  

Give them, as well others known to us, courage and hope and the knowledge that you are 
present in their time of need.  

Lord, your Spirit is with us 
All: Hear our prayer 

Holy Spirit, we pray for those who have recently died and those whose lives are addended 
by sorrow and mourning. May our flaming Paschal Candle today symbolize the life of 
Christ which shines eternally and bring hope to all in any kind of need or trouble.   

Lord, your Spirit is with us 
All: Hear our prayer 

In a moment of quiet reflection and silent prayer, we offer God any special need or 
concern of our own at this time, ending with the Lord’s Prayer…. 



The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
The Blessing 
 
For the Spirit of Peace that calms our mind and stills our life, we give you thanks. 
For the Spirit of Love that touches hearts and reaches out, we give you thanks. 
For the Spirit of Joy that lifts our soul and gives us faith we give you thanks. 
For the Spirit of Power, that gift of grace for this your church, we give you thanks. 
And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with                     
you today and always.  Amen.            
 
Dismissal 
 
Now go out into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! 
All:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

 


