
 
 

Chaplain’s Message No. 11  
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 
 

Easter 5: I am the vine, you are the branches 
 
Dear Friends,  

Some ‘Thinking Out Loud’ Thoughts 
 
Firstly, I sincerely hope you, your family and your loved ones are in good health and managing to keep 
your spirits up during these testing days.   
 
Lately there has been a lot of internet chatter on whether or not people will attend church as 
frequently as they did before Covid-19. The debate, mostly amongst clergy, has centred around the 
new habit of watching or listening to sermons at home and if this will continue after current 
quarantine restrictions are lifted.  Most believe that those who have missed attending church can’t 
wait to meet up again for worship and fellowship.  But not everyone shares that view.  
 
Few would deny that clergy have risen to the occasion and during the lockdown have launched some 
innovative ways to reach out to their communities. Widespread use of the internet has allowed 
churches to broadcast their messages to a larger audience than usual, and St Edward’s is no exception.  
 
Our own website analytics (not available online) shows an impressive increase of traffic - especially on 
Sundays when my homilies are uploaded. At first the number of ‘hits’ skyrocketed but as weeks                
have gone by traffic has decreased a little. Either the novelty factor has worn off - or my messages   
are boring  J  The latter is the most likely culprit - but one thing is clear - the use of today’s technology 
is something St Edward’s should definitely explore further and invest in. Something perhaps there for 
the next incumbent, newly elected churchwardens and council to consider in the late fall/autumn.  
 
More immediately, after two months of lockdown the facts are in from several global surveys: many 
church members are really enjoying their newly found Sunday schedules. The convenience of 
worshipping at home in front of a computer or tablet has become what many are now calling the ‘new 
normal’ of church life.  This raises an important question: Will people come back to active, in-person 
church attendance following Covid-19?    
 
There is no easy answer to this – at least not yet - because clergy are still ministering through the 
current realities of the pandemic. For now what’s important is what happens after lockdown 
restrictions are eased.  What will church life look like then?  In a word, different than before Covid-19.  
Brian, Francesco and I are well on top of this and are taking every possible step to ensure all our 
members and visitors have maximum peace of mind to their health at St Edward’s. We will update in 
the next few weeks through email and the website on the measures our church will take to reopen 
safely. 
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Meanwhile, I am aware that some members are reluctant to return too soon and for good reasons. 
Here are some.…  

 
1. Because not everyone is going to feel safe, especially those with any underlying health 

issues. The media has done a great job convincing people to be afraid of public places with 
lots of people present.  

 
2. The almost certain obligation to wear face masks, the requirement to keep a minimum two 

meters distance, and hand sanitizers and disinfectant in every nook and cranny is going to put 
some people off.  

 
3. The relaxed atmosphere of being at home with their families may have a long-term appeal for 

some regular church attenders. Having liturgy and sermons posted on websites allows people 
to listen in whenever it works in their personal and family schedules.   

 
But there are also reasons why some can’t wait to get back to church quick enough. Here are two…. 
 

1. The current isolation from others is causing some to crave interpersonal connections again. 
On this I can speak from personal experience. I have not spoken to anyone I know face to face 
for over 8-weeks. The extended time of social distancing has enhanced feelings of loneliness 
in some, so I am confident many will be very happy to return to church for worship and 
interaction with friends – no matter what strict obligations are in place.      

 
2. My hope is that our members will have a renewed spirit of dedication to St Edward’s due to 

living through a crisis. Covid-19 is something we have been through together and have      
found new ways to reach out and support one another. Certainly it has given me and the 
churchwardens some new ways to fulfil our roles, quite unlike anything we have experienced 
before. But it will need everyone to do their bit and to help make the ’new normal’ work as 
smoothly as possible, and with a minimum of fuss.   

 
These are some of my current ‘thinking out loud’ thoughts. At the end of the day no one knows exactly 
what any church will look like after restrictions are eased.  Some are predicting difficult times ahead.  
Others are saying the church will come back stronger than ever.  
 
The important thing to remember is that the Church is God’s idea and it is his work in the world today. 
And he is more than capable of helping it weather whatever circumstances life may throw at it. 
 
With every good wish and blessing,  
 
Fr Nigel S D Gibson  
Chaplain 
 
10/05/20   
 
 
 
 

Scroll down for more 
 



Intercessions, Hymns & Songs for Easter 5 
 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we come from different places, 
with different prayers in our hearts, 
and different challenges in our lives. 

But united now, with one voice, we say, 
thank you, Jesus, for uniting us through your love 

and rooting us in our church fellowship, 
where we can grow and play and learn. 

Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      
Response: may we bear the fruits of love. 

Lord, when we are tempted to go our own way, 
forgive us, and draw us back to the vine of your church. 

When we are tempted to ignore the worries of our friends, 
forgive us, and draw us back to the vine of your kindness. 

When we are tempted to stop praying for the needs of the world, 
forgive us, and draw us back to the vine of your love. 

 
Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      

Response: may we bear the fruits of love. 

Lord, we pray for Robert and David our bishops 
and all clergy and readers as they guide and care 
for their people through this ongoing pandemic. 

Give them health and strength in shepherding the 
people you have placed in their lives – parishioners, 

family members, friends and colleagues. 
May they remain grafted to the vine and help them to 

fulfil the tasks and responsibilities you have called them to do. 

Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      
Response: may we bear the fruits of love. 

Loving God, we thank you that we can always come to you, 
and trust you with the things in our lives that need to be 

quietly nurtured and regularly pruned. 
Shape us and keep us rooted in your love, 

that we may be strong in our faith, and gentle in our lives. 
 

Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      
Response: may we bear the fruits of love 



Lord, thank you for connecting us all through your love. 
We pray for all who feel alone, 

disconnected or abandoned by their families, 
their friends or their communities. 

We pray especially for those we know who are having a difficult time, 
who need special reassurance and understanding. 

Help them to feel your presence with them, 
and help us to be people who bring hope and love to others. 

Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      
Response: may we bear the fruits of love 

Father, during the ongoing pandemic we seek your wisdom daily. 
Be with people making decisions that affect 

the lives and futures of our families, communities, 
countries, and the wider world. 

We pray that they will communicate clearly and truthfully 
with each other and with the public — 

and that their messages are received and heeded. 
May truth and empathy be the touchstones of people 

setting policies for our protection. 

Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      
Response: may we bear the fruits of love 

Lord, you seek out the lost and the sick. 
We hold before you the friends and relatives 

connected in any way to the St Edward’s community 
in need of prayer at this time: 

Sandy, Pierre, Roy, Shirleen, Sarah, Lorelle, Phoebe, 
Christoph, Wayne, Helen and Aydan. 

Give them, as well others known to us, courage and hope 
and the knowledge that you are present in their time of need. 

Bidding: You are the vine, we are the branches      
Response: may we bear the fruits of love. 

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world, 
a light no darkness can quench. 

We remember before you those who have died 
And who now rest in the nearer presence of God. . 

We remember in our prayers our loved ones, friends 
and those who have recently died. 
May they rest in peace rise in glory. 

 
A short period of silence to offer your own thoughts and prayers ending with... 

 
Lord, be with us in all our prayers, 

and direct our way toward the attainment of salvation, 
that among the changes and chances of this mortal life, 

we may always be defended by your gracious help; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing & Dismissal 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 

and may the + blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you today and always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Songs & Video based on today’s gospel: John 15: 1-8 

1. Great encouragement here from a group of Christian students. Their happy, smiling faces says 
it all.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5kNVGuFr-s 

2. Another contemporary song on the theme of today’s gospel. Beautifully sung by John 
Michael Talbot.  Nice graphics too.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHr7Z7ZS3GE  

3. Next is Johnny Cash’s heartfelt rendition of the ever-popular Amazing Grace. You’d have to 
have a heart of stone not to like this. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khhTpugsmHc 

4. And something for kids this week – a colourful six minute video that explains the essence of 
today’s gospel.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btojLhvXzUc   Enjoy!                                             

 

 


